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51/ 99. Right to devel opment

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Reaffirm ng the Declaration on the Right to Devel opnent,! which it
proclained at its forty-first session,

Noting that 4 Decenber 1996 marked the tenth anniversary of the adoption
of the Declaration on the Right to Devel opment, which represents a | andmark
and a meani ngful instrument for countries and peopl e worl dw de,

Reaffirm ng the conmtnment contained in the Charter of the United
Nations to pronote social progress and better standards of life in |arger
freedom

Recalling its resolutions 45/ 97 of 14 Decenber 1990, 46/123 of
17 Decenber 1991, 47/123 of 18 Decenber 1992, 48/ 130 of 20 Decenber 1993,
49/ 183 of 23 Decenber 1994 and 50/ 184 of 22 Decenber 1995 and those of the
Conmmi ssion on Human Rights relating to the right to devel opment, and taking
note of Conmi ssion resolution 1996/ 15 of 11 April 1996, 2

Recalling also the report on the d obal Consultation on the Realization
of the Right to Devel opnent as a Human Ri ght, 3

! Resolution 41/128, annex.

2 See Oficial Records of the Econonic and Social Council, 1996, Suppl enent

No. 3 (E/1996/23), chap. Il, sect. A
3 E/CN. 4/ 1990/ 9/ Rev. 1.
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Recal ling further the principles proclained in the Rio Declaration on
Envi ronnment and Devel opment of 14 June 1992, ¢

M ndful that the Comm ssion on Human Rights continues to consider this
matter, which is directed towards the inplenentation and further enhancenent
of the right to devel opnent,

Noting the need for coordinati on and cooperation throughout the United
Nati ons systemfor a nore effective pronotion of the right to devel opnment,

Recogni zing that the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts
and the Centre for Human Rights of the Secretariat have inportant roles to
play in the pronotion and protection of the right to devel opnent,

Reaffirm ng the need for action at the national and international |evels
by all States to realize all human rights, and the need for rel evant
eval uati on mechani snms to ensure the pronotion, encouragenent and reinforcenent
of the principles contained in the Declaration on the Right to Devel opnent,

Wl com ng the Vienna Decl arati on and Programe of Action, adopted by the
Worl d Conference on Human Rights on 25 June 1993,5 which reaffirns the right
to devel opment as a universal and inalienable right and an integral part of
all fundanental human rights and reaffirns that the human person is the
central subject of devel opnent,

Recalling that the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action exam ned
the rel ati onshi p between denocracy, devel opnent and human rights, and
recogni zi ng the inportance of creating a favourable environment in which
everyone may enjoy their human rights as set out in the Vienna Declaration and
Programe of Acti on,

Recalling also that, in order to pronote devel opnent, equal attention
and urgent consideration should be given to the inplenmentation, pronotion and
protection of civil, political, economc, social and cultural rights, and
recogni zing that all human rights are universal, indivisible, interdependent
and interrelated and that the universality, objectivity, inpartiality and
non-sel ectivity of the consideration of human rights issues nust be ensured,

Noti ng that aspects of the Programme of Action of the Internationa
Conf erence on Popul ati on and Devel opnent, adopted by the Conference on
13 Septenber 1994, ° t he Copenhagen Decl aration on Social Devel opnment and the

4 See Report of the United Nations Conference on Environnent and

Devel opnent, Rio de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992 ( A/ CONF. 151/26/Rev.1(Vol. | and Vol
[/Corr.1, Vol. Il, Vol. Ill and Vol. I11/Corr.1)) (United Nations publication
Sales No. E. 93.1.8 and corrigenda), vol. I: Resolutions Adopted by the

Conf erence, resolution 1, annex |
5 A/ CONF. 157/ 24 (Part 1), chap. I11.

6 Report of the International Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent,
Cairo, 5-13 Septenber 1994 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E 95 .X11.18),
chap. I, resolution 1, annex.
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Programe of Action of the Wrld Summt for Social Devel opnment, adopted by the
World Summit on 12 March 1995,7 the Beijing Declaration and the Platform for
Action, adopted by the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wrnen on

15 Septenber 1995,% and the United Nations Conference on Hunan Settlenments
(Habitat 11), held at Istanbul, Turkey, from3 to 14 June 1996, are rel evant
to the universal realization of the right to devel opment, within the context
of pronoting and protecting all human rights,

Expressing concern that obstacles to the realization of the right to
devel opnent still exist, at both the national and international |evels, ten
years after the adoption of the Declaration on the R ght to Devel opnment,

Noting that the first session of the Intergovernmental G oup of Experts
est abl i shed by the Comm ssion on Human Rights to el aborate a strategy for the
i npl enentati on and pronotion of the right to devel opnment, as set forth in the
Decl aration on the Right to Development, in its integrated and
mul ti di nensi onal aspects, was held at Geneva from4 to 15 Novenber 1996,

Havi ng considered the report of the Secretary-General prepared pursuant
to General Assenbly resolution 50/184,°

1. Reaffirns the inportance of the right to devel opment for every
human person and all peoples in all countries, in particular the devel opi ng
countries, as an integral part of fundamental human rights;

2. Urges States to pursue the pronotion and protection of econom c
social, cultural, civil and political rights and the inplenentation of
conpr ehensi ve devel opment programmes, integrating these rights into
devel opnent activities;

3. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General;?®

4. Reiterates its commtnent to inplenenting the results of the Wrld
Conf erence on Human Rights, which reaffirmthat all human rights are
uni versal, indivisible, interdependent and interrelated and that denocracy,

devel opnent and respect for human rights and fundanmental freedons are
i nt erdependent and mutual |y reinforcing;

5. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to submt to the Conm ssion on
Human Rights at its fifty-third session a report on the inplenentation of
Conmi ssion resol ution 1996/ 15;

6. Reiterates that |asting progress towards the inplenentation of the
right to devel opment requires effective devel opnent policies at the nationa
level, as well as equitable economc relations and a favourabl e econonic
environnent at the international |evel

7 A/ CONF. 166/ 9, chap. |, resolution 1, annexes | and ||
8 A/ CONF. 177/ 20, chap. I, resolution 1, annexes | and |1

° A/ 51/5309.
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7. Calls upon the Conm ssion on Human Rights to consider carefully
the report of the first session of the Intergovernmental G oup of Experts to
el aborate a strategy for the inplenmentation and pronotion of the right to
devel opnent, as set forth in the Declaration on the R ght to Devel opnent, in
its integrated and mul ti di nensi onal aspects, bearing in mnd the concl usions
of the Working G oup on the Right to Devel opnent established by the Conm ssion
on Human Rights in its resolution 1993/22 of 4 March 1993% and the
concl usi ons of the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts and of the United Nations
Conf erence on Environment and Devel opnment, the International Conference on
Popul ati on and Devel opnent, the World Summit for Social Devel opnent, the
Fourth World Conference on Wnen and the United Nations Conference on Human
Settlements (Habitat 11);

8. Notes the efforts nade by the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for
Human Rights within his mandate, and encourages himto continue the
coordi nation of the various activities with regard to the inplenentation of
the Decl aration on the Ri ght to Devel opnent, including a programmtic foll ow
up to the establishment in the Centre for Human Rights of the Secretariat of a
new branch, the primary responsibilities of which include the pronotion of the
right to devel opment, as part of the effort to inplenent the Vienna
Decl aration and Progranme of Action;?®

9. Requests the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights,
within his nmandate, to continue to take steps for the pronotion and protection
of the right to devel opnent by, inter alia, working in conjunction wth the
Centre for Human Rights and drawi ng on the expertise of the funds, progranmes
and speci alized agencies of the United Nations systemrelated to the field of
devel opnent ;

10. Requests the Secretary-General to informthe Conm ssion on Human
Rights at its fifty-third session and the General Assenbly at its fifty-second
session of the activities of the organizations, funds, programes and
speci al i zed agencies of the United Nations systemfor the inplenmentation of
the Decl aration on the Right to Devel opnment, as well as obstacles identified
by themto the realization of the right to devel opnent;

11. Calls upon all Menber States to make further concrete efforts at
the national and international |levels to renbve the obstacles to the
realization of the right to devel opnment;

12. Calls upon the Conm ssion on Human Rights to continue to nmake
proposals to the CGeneral Assenbly through the Economic and Social Council, on
the future course of action on the question, in particular on practica
measures for the inplenmentati on and enhancenent of the Declaration on the
Ri ght to Devel opnment, including conprehensive and effective neasures to
elimnate obstacles to its inplenentation, taking into account the concl usions
and recommendati ons of the d obal Consultation on the Realization of the Right
to Devel opment as a Human Right, the reports of the W rking Goup on the Right
to Devel opnment and the report of the Intergovernnental Goup of Experts to
el aborate a strategy for the inplementation and pronotion of the right to
devel opnent ;

10 See Oficial Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1993, Suppl enent

No. 3 (E/1993/23), chap. Il, sect. A
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13. Calls upon all States to address, within the declarations and
programes of action adopted by the rel evant international conferences
convened by the United Nations, the elenents for the pronotion and protection
of the principles of the right to devel opnent as set out in the Declaration on
the Right to Devel opnent;

14. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to submit a report on the
i npl enentati on of the present resolution to the General Assenbly at its fifty-
second sessi on;

15. Decides to consider this question at its fifty-second session
under the sub-itementitled "Human rights questions, including alternative
approaches for inproving the effective enjoynent of human rights and
fundanental freedons".

82nd plenary neeting

12 Decenber 1996



